
Many of us learned the basic concepts of math by rote.  
This was not the most joyful way to learn the facts of 
arithmetic.  In the Montessori classroom, math skills are 
taught by manipulating materials that graphically show 
what is taking place in a given mathematical process. 
 
Many children come to school knowing how to count to 
ten or higher but really have no idea how to grasp the 

difference between 
one quantity and   
another when looking 
at more than three or four objects. 
 
Enter, the “Red and Blue Rods”!  These rods are 
identical to the “Red Rods” in the sensorial  
materials except that they are painted in an  
alternating pattern of red and blue to distinguish 
their length in segments of 10.  The first rod is 

one decimeter long; the second is two decimeters and is 
divided into two segments, one red and one blue.  This  
continues through all ten rods.  The kids can actually see 
the difference between the one and the three or the eight or 
the ten rods.  They can also manipulate these rods to see 
that if you put the one-rod next to the two-rod, it is equal to 
the three rod.  There are all sorts of ways to see how the 
numbers are related.  At the same time, they are seeing all 
of this in relation to the “whole” (all of the rods from one to 
ten). 
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The Number Rods 

Ready to work with the 
numbers from one to three 

 

#
!
�%��+���#
!
�%��+���#
!
�%��+���#
!
�%��+���� ���

Parent  
Conferences  
Tuesday, March 16 and 
Thursday, March 18.  
No school on those days.  

A visit from 
“Animal World E-
perience”  
Monday, March 22.  

 



����������	
�����
�
�

����������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����� ��
�����
�������
�����
�������
�����
�������
����� ���

��� �  ����  ��� �  ����  

Sahil works with a smaller version of the 
"Red and Blue Rods" 

Keira has matched the Number Rods from 
1-6 with the corresponding Sandpaper N-

merals 

Keira and Ella are busy p-
nching their letters 

 
More pictuers showing the 3-day Class, p-

ges 10-12 

3-day Class 
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He will be able to experience the d-
fference in the volume of each number as 

With no visual clues other than the numeral, the child tries to put the appropriate number of 
spindles into each slot.  If he's right, there won't be any spindles left.  If not, he can check 

each slot by counting them again. 

Dylan is banding each group of s-
indles. 
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She finds the right "tag" 
as she counts each bar 

of sevens. 

Elena is finding out which 
numbers are odd or even. Raylee is introducing the 

"Bank Game" - the kids 
start work with ones, tens, 
hundreds and thousands. Getting the "tens" set up 

Sophie starts putting 
together the right 
number of "ten bars" 
and "units" to make the 
numbers on the cards 

A "Tens" 
exercise 

Amie is counting the 
"Squaring Chain" of 7 
to see how many are 
in the square of 7 
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Hunter 

Ok, there is math, but there is SO much more!   
There are birthdays! 

 "T" 

Emmett 

 

Finn 

Finn and Emmett 
  



Nadya 
shows Arav 

the "right 
way" to cut! 

Some presentations are done by the 
teachers, but not all teachers are 

adults....the beauty of a mixed-age 
Montessori class! 
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New things to show 

  
Raylee shows the "Fishing" 

exercise 

Hunter and Milan 

Arav 
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Were they guessing "yes", or "no"? 

Well, Groundhog Day came and 
went......did he see his shadow? 
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We decorated "Tiger bodies" 

put them together and.. 


÷�½��  

Serena's Mom, Jean, came in to help us celebrate 
Chinese New Year  The year of the Tiger! 

She had a special memento for everyone! 
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Computer classes are in full swing with Gail.   

Emmett and Joseph Finn and Calla  

Keira and Grace 
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More from the 5-day Class.... 
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If it works, Tristan will figure out how! 

What we've been up to in the 3-day Class! 

Ronan is 
working on a 
bead stair 



����������	
�����
�
�

����������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����� ��
�����
�������
�����
�������
�����
�������
����� ���

��� �  ����  ��� �  ����  

Claire Grace 

"T" Brendan 

Ella, Luke and Brendan are having a look! Ella has a special friend to share 
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Time for a snack! 

Brendan is working on the 
cylinders 

Punching shapes 

Ronan 
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Maybe some of you have seen something 
from the Olympic Winter games in Vancouver, 
Canada. Curling for example? United States 
has curling teams at the Olympics, both men’s 
and women’s.  
 
Halli is a curler. He’s not at the Olympics 
though, but he took part in the European 
Championship just a few months ago, 
representing Iceland. On the left he’s wearing 
his country’s curling sweater, showing 
Icelands flag on the sleeves. 
 
The picture of him on the ice is a bit older, 
taken in 2004. Susan has been to Iceland 
three times to curl, 2005, 2007 and 2008. The 
pictures are from her first visit, in 2005. 
 
Curling is actually the reason why Halli knows 
Susan. Sports unite people! 


