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Independence does not come automatically as we grow older; it is learned. The

other day | observed a mother and her daughter, who was around 7, picking out a
dozen eggs at a Cumberland Farms store. Mom asked her daughter to pick out a
dozen extra-large eggs. After she took them out of the fridge, her mother asked her
if she could find the expiration date. When she found it, they both agreed that the
eggs were good, but mom took it one step further and said “now we need to open
the box and make sure none of the eggs are broken”. Her daughter examined each
egg carefully and was delighted to declare that they were all fine. This was a perfect
“Montessori lesson” — simple, precise and interesting. I'm sure that the little girl will
always approach her selection of eggs the same way, whether she is with her mom
or by herself. All of the “Practical
Life” exercises we show the chil-
dren in the classroom are ap-
proached the same way — practi-
cal, engaging and allowing the chil-
dren to become more independent
- whether using a dustpan and

brush or wiping up a spill.
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Sophie and Diya were very proud of their story!

Jacob worked on the "Teen Boards" matching the
beads to the numerals. He then put together a very
hard number puzzle. Must be a "math day for him"!

Armen is almost there
with the "short chains".




Liam really concentrated
on this! And it's perfect!

Neve continues to work on her "Addition
Strip Board" while Max practices his
6's. Nice job!

Sophie S was thrilled
with her necklace.




Those Number Rolls
never seem to lose
their allure! Maybe
some socialization
and some
competition at the
same time?
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"Curious Creatures"
came for a visit this
month.

There were snakes (a

Corn snake and a Boa
Constrictor)

An Alligator
(did you know that they can run 30 mph?)!




A Tortoise and a
Gecko...

A Skunk (minus the
odor) and a Chinchilla
(SO soft!)




A Green Tree Frog (very sticky!)

A Tarantula (no fear!)

Jiro and Armen were busy
with a story of their own.

Lesson learned: if you push them together
they could be a smaller number - or a larger
number if you space them just right! They
are all sorted perfectly though and it took a

long time.




Lucian is using the
tongs to feed the
bananas to the monkey
(no hands allowed)
while Jacob makes lots
of words with the Blue
Board.

John K looked on while Susan checked
some addition books and John B
sorted out the "Trinomial Cube".

"More Strip Board work!"

What would March be without St. Patrick's
Day? Neve, Sophie S., Maggie and John K
dressed for the occasion.

Neve and Aine's mom (aka Dr. Ryan)
came to talk to us about animals.




And she made all the kid's
animals better! They certainly
had a lot of ailments, including

a "sore whisker"!

She showed us animal x-rays

and a dog's heart (with heart
worms)




